
Knox United Church 
Sunday, January 3rd, 2021 

 
Epiphany 

 
(parts of this service were adapted from the Kairos resource The Good News, 2020) 

 

God calls us from where we live and work and play. 
And God asks, 
“Where are you?” 
Do we dare say,  
“Here I am Lord?” 
The heart of holiness offers love and grace and hope. 
And we are asked, 
Is your spirit really here? 
Can we honestly answer, 
“Here I am Lord?” 
In God’s welcome to this time and place of spirit and community, 
We are invited to be fully present. 
Let us answer, 
“Here we are Lord!” 
 

Gathering Prayer 

Arise and shine, for your light has come. 
The glory of God has risen upon us. 
Lift up your eyes and look around! 
The glory of God is all around us; 
Our hearts thrill and rejoice. 
We rejoice with the Magi, 
Who have found the child they seek. 
May we share God’s light with others – 
With all those who mourn this day, 
With refugees, with victims of war, 
With all who hunger and thirst. 
May we follow Jesus, the Light of the World. 
Amen. 
 

In this Epiphany season, which covers seven Sundays, we will be using the story of 
creation as a way to focus on aspects of our environment that deserve particular 
attention at this point in history.  You will notice as creation theme throughout the 
season.  I hope this will illuminate the nature of Epiphany, which has a root meaning 
around the idea of revealing something which has been hidden.  



 

Hymn:  

 Arise Your Light is Come 

   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7K2D72AAY9w 

  

Holy Conversation 

We have forgotten who we are 

We have alienated ourselves from the unfolding of the cosmos 
We have become estranged from the movements of the earth 
We have turned our backs on the cycles of life. 

We have forgotten who we are. 

We have sought only our own security 
We have exploited simply for our own ends 
We have distorted our knowledge 
We have abused our power 

We have forgotten who we are. 

Now the land is barren 
And the waters are poisoned 
And the air is polluted. 

We have forgotten who we are. 

Now the forests are dying 
And the creatures are disappearing 
And humans are despairing. 

We have forgotten who we are. 

We ask forgiveness 
We ask for the gift of remembering 
We ask for the strength to change 

Amen. 

 

Hymn:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7K2D72AAY9w


 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RowWmxa2BgU 

 

HOW THE LIGHT COMES  
(an excerpt) 
 
I cannot tell you 
how the light comes, 
but that it does. 
That it will. 
That it works its way 
into the deepest dark 
that enfolds you, 
though it may seem 
long ages in coming 
or arrive in a shape 
you did not foresee. 
 
And so 
may we this day 
turn ourselves toward it. 
May we lift our faces 
to let it find us. 
May we bend our bodies 
to follow the arc it makes. 
May we open 
and open more 
and open still 
to the blessed light 
that comes. 

—Jan Richardson 

 

Scriptures: 

Isaiah 60:1-6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  
For darkness shall cover the earth, 
   and thick darkness the peoples; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RowWmxa2BgU


but the Lord will arise upon you, 
   and his glory will appear over you.  
Nations shall come to your light, 
   and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  
 
Lift up your eyes and look around; 
   they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.  
Then you shall see and be radiant; 
   your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
   the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  
A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
   the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
   all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.  
 

Mathew 2:1-6, 9-11 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews?  For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’  
When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and 
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Messiah was to be born.  They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it 
has been written by the prophet:  

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’  

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 
that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.  
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 
paid him homage.  Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 
 

Anthem 

 Rise Up Shepherd and Follow 

Spiritual – arranged by John Rutter 



  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bpffoBZOj_M 

 

Reflection 

Today we are celebrating Epiphany, the beginning Sunday of a new church season.  
The day of Epiphany is actually January 6th, the twelfth day after Christmas, and from 
that comes the familiar idea of the ‘twelve days of Christmas’.  Epiphany in the church 
is traditionally the day we recognize the part of the story of the infant Jesus when the 
wise ones from the east come to honour him and present him gifts. 

The word ‘Epiphany’ is a Greek word, with several subtly different meanings.  Mostly, it 
signifies an opening, a revealing, an announcing of something important.  One of the 
best meanings carries the idea of a ‘glorious display’.  I like that one, because it 
connects with one of the classic symbols of the season of Epiphany, light.  And light is 
often a glorious display – a display of power, of obstacles overthrown, of darkness 
overcome. 

Light is essential to us in so many ways.  Without light, no plants would grow, and just 
about all life depends to some degree on the presence and activity of plants.  Without 
light, dangers abound.  Without light, visual art has no meaning.  Without light, we 
mostly stumble about, encountering unseen obstacles.  Light is vital to life as we know 
it. 

Epiphany shines the light of recognition on Jesus, as the Wise Ones see in him the 
fulfilment of their searching for a new king in what is, to them, a foreign land.  Jesus, as 
the light of the world, is seen and known for what he is, and what he will be.  The Wise 
Ones know, in a way shrouded in mystery, that Isaiah’s words are brought to reality in 
Jesus – “Arise, shine, for your light has come.” 

It’s significant that, in the 7-days creation story (the first one in the Bible, but actually 
the newer of the two Biblical creation stories), the very first action of God is to create 
light.  I can’t imagine the state of things before that moment, the state of nothingness.  
It’s beyond my imagination to conceive of nothing, nothing at all.  But whatever the 
case, the very first thing to come out of that nothingness is light itself.  Of course, there 
is nothing and no-one to see that light, except for God’s own self.  But light 
nonetheless. 

Light is also metaphorical in the Bible.  The returning exiles to whom Isaiah is speaking 
in his prophecy in chapter 60 would recognize the connection of his words to the 
creation story right away – that would be one of their foundational stories.  For them, 
the darkness of the exile was about to be banished by the light of their return to Judah, 
the new re-creation of their land and nation.  Once again they would be able to see 
their way forward in the world, when for two generations that had hardly seemed 
possible. 

For us as latter-day Christians, we see the light of Jesus as banishing the darkness of 
the many death-dealing ways of the world, like greed and selfishness, or hatred and 
violence.  Jesus’ light lets us see other ways, ways that build life in all its fullness, ways 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bpffoBZOj_M


that bring new life to tired people, hurting people, desperate people.  The light of the 
resurrected Christ shines into the world giving people new vision for building God’s 
realm in truth and reality. 

Light comes in surprising ways.  There are fireflies in the night, bioluminescence in 
plankton, and even some rocks can glow in the right circumstances.  Light can be 
found in the most unexpected places.  And the most astounding thing about light is that 
it is absolute – it is either there or it is not.  Even the tiniest bit of light makes a 
difference.  A candle in the darkest room allows us to navigate its dimensions.  And 
think of all the times the glory of God is mentioned in the Bible – from the burning bush 
to the pillar of fire and the fiery mountaintop of the Moses story, to the shining 
presence on the mountain of Jesus’ transfiguration, to the shining City of God in the 
book of Revelation.  The star led the Magi to the infant Jesus and his family in 
Bethlehem, and the shepherds experienced the glory of God in the sky on the night of 
Jesus’ birth.  The ancient Rabbis gave this a name – shekinah – the divine presence 
experienced here on earth as light in the darkness.   And, in a reversal, think of the 
stars falling and the sun failing in prophetic imagery, or the darkened day of the 
crucifixion.   

How do you experience light?  Does it fill you with energy?  Are you like a sailor using 
a well-placed lighthouse to navigate rocky waters?  Or do you admire light like a 
photographer seeking just the right conditions for the perfect shot?  Or are you 
breathing a sigh of relief when emerging from a time of deep depression into the light 
of a more elevated mood?  We all have our own ways of experiencing light in our 
living.   

Light is not always a positive force though.  Again for a photographer, stray light in the 
darkroom can ruin an otherwise perfect photograph being developed.  For a person 
worried about present or past misdeeds, the light of knowledge by others can be 
something to be dreaded.  Light, or its absence, is powerful both metaphorically and in 
reality. 

Any light – even the smallest flame – can be seen in otherwise deep darkness.  And 
some places of darkness are where light is needed.  That’s where we are meant to go, 
into the dark places of our society where lives are dimmed and hope is vanishing.  We 
are called to not shy away from the difficult, the drab and the dreary.  Our calling in this 
Epiphany season, which is all about manifestation, is to enter those dark places and 
situations, bringing illumination where there was none before. 

There are so many prophets today bringing illumination to the darknesses of the world.  
Not all prophets are old bearded men.  Many today are young, like Greta Thunberg, a 
catalyst for a whole world-wide climate action movement.  Climate is a current focus for 
many of the world’s young people, for after, it is them who will have to deal with the 
impacts of climate change over their lifetimes.  There is Sophia Mather and five other 
Ontario youth who are taking their provincial government to court over inaction on the 
climate catastrophe.  There is activist Vanessa Nakate from Uganda who reminds 



people, “Every voice counts.  Every story needs to be heard.  Every solution is needed 
in the fight against climate change.”   

There are light-bringers in many realms of life.  There are the front-line health workers 
in this pandemic crisis, bringing the light of compassion and the search for healing to 
those experiencing the darkness of illness and disease.  There are the caregivers at 
care homes, offering the light of friendship and caring into the darkness of isolation and 
fear.  There are the volunteers with the Red Cross, offering time, energy and expertise 
in field hospitals around the world.  There are prison visitors, bringing the light of 
connection into an otherwise often dark place.  There are political activists, shining the 
light of truth and transparency on what can sometimes be hidden or tightly scripted 
government actions.  There are light-bringers everywhere. 

And they are part of movements that embrace countries and continents and the entire 
world with their message and their action.  The light becomes dazzling as young and 
old embrace the necessity of seizing this moment.  It’s all about time and Epiphany is 
about time, a time to manifest. 

It’s about time for us, too.  We too are called to be Epiphany people.  It’s about time for 
us to seize this moment and be light-bringers too.  We are urged, and called, to 
illuminate the world with caring and justice, peace and equity.  We can’t do it alone – 
we need others with us to carry the torch.  And the others are there.  We are 
surrounded by those who carry the light of understanding and knowledge, the light of 
passion and energy.  We don’t need to invent the light, only to get on board with what’s 
already happening around us, what is already in motion toward the in-coming of God’s 
realm.  We need to pay attention to the opportunities that arise to name ourselves 
among the light-bearing ones. 

We may feel that the little things we say and do, the small acts of justice and caring, 
the everyday expressions of kindness and love, are insignificant or don’t matter.  But 
they do.  They’re important.  We may feel our participation in town-hall meetings, our 
letters to politicians and officials, our protests over pollution of our lands, our 
questioning of the value of yet another mega-project to extract more unneeded 
hydrocarbons adds little to the issues of ecological justice and wellness, but it’s not so.  
We are not insignificant.   It all matters.  We are part of the light that is shining more 
every day on issues that are vital to the well-being of our people and our world.  Taken 
together with countless others who are engaged in the same way, we become part of a 
piercing spotlight that illuminates the way things are and the way they could be in a 
world staged more closely to God’s realm in action.  We are part of creating the good 
news that begins to brighten lives and living around us and even to the far reaches of 
the planet. 

We are an Epiphany people.  Let’s shine! 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 



The First Nowell 

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wY6907JnFwo 

 

LITANY 
God created the light, and the universe sprang forth. 
From the light were born asteroids and atoms, 
and all created things. 
The light was the beginning of the good news 
of creation. 
God gives light, and we know that it is good. 

In Jesus, God gives us light, and bids us walk by it. 
Jesus is the world’s light and will not let us stumble. 
In Christ, our lives are illuminated by love. 
For all the light in our lives, we give thanks. 

The light of creation calls us to service; 
God calls us to share that light with others. 
God calls us to follow the light of the Christ-child’s star. 
Let us share the light of Christ each day. 

 

Hymn: 

 A Light is Gleaming 

   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HN1Vhv2BEtE 

 

Community Prayer 

We pray to the God who creates the heavenly lights. 
We give thanks for the Sun, 
Which gives light to the Earth, 
and pulls the other planets in its orbit. 
We give thanks for God’s good Creation – 
For flounder and fireflies, anemones and aardvarks, 
Mammals and maple leaves – 
And we accept our duty to protect it. 
We give thanks for Jesus the Christ, the greatest gift, 
And we place our trust in him. 
We also give thanks for other blessings – 
For song and silence, for wind and snow, 
for starlit nights. 
At this time, we give thanks. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wY6907JnFwo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HN1Vhv2BEtE


(prayers of thanksgiving) 
 
To the God who hovers like a dove over the waters, 
We pray for justice in our world. 
We pray that we find the grace 
to resist systems that give some an overabundance, 
and leave others with less than enough. 
We pray especially for those who have no 
clean water. 
We pray for farmers and fishers in Canada, 
and in every place. 
May we find ways to stem the tide of our selfishness – 
Greed which issues forth in rising sea levels, 
And in oceans filled with plastic – 
And help us to return to the holy call to serve 
and observe creation. 
May we and others bring justice to the Earth, 
and change our hearts. 
(prayers for justice) 
 
To the God who plants green trees by streams 
of living water, 
We pray for our communities. 
May we tend to each social system in which 
we share, 
Called back to hunger and thirst for 
righteousness. 
We pray for the churches of every faith, 
And we pray that we be empowered with fresh 
and green visions of ministry. 
May we tend to each other gently, 
for the love of creation. 
May we be guided to offer to our friends, and to all we meet, 
The sunlight, water, and nutrition that God’s love 
offers us. 
In silence and in speech, we pray for our 
communities. 
(prayers for our communities) 
 
To the God who makes the starry host, 
We pray for the unity of the whole human family. 
We often think that our solitary actions are so small 
That they have no effect on our neighbours. 
May we be called back to the symbiosis we shared with God 



in the beginning; 
May we see that our actions have lasting effects 
on all of humankind, 
And be guided to a just and sustainable vision 
for our whole planet. 
(prayers for human unity) 
 
To the God of fire and cloud, 
To the God of transformative visions, 
We pray also for ourselves. 
We offer to the heart of holiness our conviction and our confusion, 
Our faith and our fear, 
Our longing and our love. 
In our hearts and spirits, we pray at last for ourselves. 
(prayers for our own needs) 
 
To the God of all times and all places, we pray the words of Jesus’ prayer from the 
stories of our faith of long ago, as we say: 
 
Our Creator, who is in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name. 

Your Kingdom come,  

 your will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

 and forgive us our trespasses 

  as we forgive those  

   who trespass against us.  

Lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, 

  the power and the glory,  

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Benediction 

Go out into the world, rejoicing in the light. 
Go out rejoicing in the Lord, 
And – like the Magi – offer your gifts to the world. 
And may the love of God, 
The fellowship of our brother Jesus, 
And the breath of the Holy Spirit be with you, 
Now and always. 



Amen. 

 

Northern Lights 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T75IKSXVXlc 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T75IKSXVXlc

